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Bracbionidium miousculum Luer & Dressler. sp. nov. 
Et),.: From me Latin mi/IUSculUJ, "very small," referring to the habit of the plant. 

Species haec B. pusillo Ames &. Schwcinf. similis, led Coliis minoribw, pedunculo breviore, synse
palo peCa1isque glahri. et tabello minore wm anguli. lateralibus brevioribus faJcatis differt. 

Plant very small in size, epiphytic. long-repent. the mizome slender. OOCJ.SionaUy branching, up to 
10 em long or looger. S- to mrn long between ramicaub. each segment with 3 shortly mUCl'Ulalc sheaths; 
root. produced singly from a node. RamicauJs subered., 0.5 mrn long. enclosed by a similar sheath. Leaf 
erect, thickly COrilCCOUJ, elliptical. 4-S nun long. 2.S-3 mm wide, obcuse and minutely fortc:ed and apicu
late at the apex. S-veined, cuneate below 10 the bue. Innoresunce a lolilary. smal1. relupinate flower 
comparatively large for the platu, borne by an erect peduncle 3.5 nun long, with. bract. above the base, 
from near the apex cL the ramicauJ; floral bract infundibular, acute, lpiculate, 1.5 mm long, enclosing the 
pedicel and ovary; pedicel 0.3 nun 1008. with a filament 2 mm long; ovaI)' 1 mm Iona: tep.t. tnuuiucent 
purple. the middle IepIllsparsely mon-cili8le, ovate, acute, acuminate, caudate, 7 mm Iccg including the 
filiform tail 4 nun long, 1.5 nun wide, 3-veined, the literal sepals glabrous, completely connate into a 
nlrrowly trilDgular, acute, acuminate, caudate Iynsepal, 6 nun long including the tail, I mm wide, 2-
veined: petalJ lnnliucent purple, glabrous, ovate, slightly oblique, acute, acuminate. caudate, 6.5 nun 
lon, includin,lhe filiform tail. I nun wide., 1(3).veined; lip transvel1ely trapeziform. 0 .5 nun lon" I 
nun wide, the laJerallllgles falCllc. acute, the apex rounded, concaVCI. apiculate, the disc with 10 ovoid. 
minutely pubescent callus; column liout, 0.5 nun Ion,. bident8le, pollinia presumably 6. 

COSTA RICA: Prov. of CIIta,o: Tlpanti, alt. m, R. 
L. DrtSller & DorIJ MorlJ de Ret4M SJI . (Holocype: 
CR.; botypc: MO), C. Luer illultr. 17244. 

This tiny, long-repent species is known 
only from one collection by Dressler. 
Vegetatively it appears similar to B. pusil-
114m , except that the leaves are consider
ably smaller. The flowers of the two 
species are very similar in size and shape. 
The flower of the one specimen of B. 
minusculum is pwpJe, while the flowers of 
B. pusillum are usually yellow. The dooal 
sepal of B. minusculum is microscopically sparsely ciliate while the synsepal and 
petals are glabrous: the sepals and petals of B. pusillum are shortly ciliate. The 
lateral angles of the tiny, one--millimeler-wide lip are falcate. The lip of B. pusillum 
is three times wider with large, acute, triangular,Iatera11obes. 

Brachlonldlum muscosum Loor & VAsquez, Phytologia 55: 177, 1984. 
Ety.: From the Latin nw.rco.rus, "motIY," in reference to the habitat IDd appeuance of the plant. 

PI_IIIDIlI., epiphytic in looIc mo .. , kIog-repent. the rbimme alendet, oocasiooally branc:hina, up to 
10 em )OIIg, 2-5 mm long between ramiclul., each enclosed by 3 imbricating .heathl with narrowly 
mucronale &pica; rooca comparatively thick, from nodel on the tbizome. Runicauls IUberect. 1.5-2 mm 
lon" encloted by 2 n&lTOWly mucronate .heallu. Lear .uberect, COrilCCOUI, 8-)0 mm long including the 
1 mm lona petiole, the bllde elliptical, lcute, apiculate, 3-4.5 mm wide, 3-veined, the bale cuneate. 
""orUte.a I solitary, noo-rcaupin8le, tnutsl.ucent white flower borne by 10 erect, lIellder peduncle 
12·14 mm Ionj. with I bract below the middle IIId at the bate, from near the apex of the ramiCll1l.; floral 
bract infundibular, mucronate, 1.5 DUD Iona; pedicel 0.5 mm long, with a filament 2 nun long; ovary I 
mm 1000g; ... b ciliate, the middle.ep&l ovate, acute, acwninate,long-caudate, 10 mm long iDcluding 
the tail 6.5 mm lona, 1.75 nun wide. 3·veincd, the latual aepals canpIetely connate into 10 ovate, acute, 
acuminfJC,long-caudaie Iynsepal. 100S mm 100, indudin, the tt:i17.5 mm 100'. 1.8 mm wide, 2-veincd; 
petals minutely funbriate, ovate, oblique, acute, acuminale,loog-caudate, 7 mm lena including the tail 4 
mm long, 1.25 mm wide, I-veinod; lip thick, tRDsvenely conUte,liplly coacave, 1.25 nun long, 1.75 
mm wide expanded. the Iate~l angles obtuse to rounded, the lpelt obtuse. minutely lpiculate. the diM: 
with a low, fill. triangular, minutely pubeKellt callus: celuaI. ltout, o.s rom lena, with 6 pollini .. 
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Plate 36. Brachionidium minusculum Luer & Dressler 
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